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Why were these sited selected? 

The portion of Little Wildcat Creek flowing 
through Jackson Morrow Park was selected 
for stabilization due to the following: 

·  The northern streambank had 
experienced significant erosion in recent 
years. 

·  The walking path and sitting bench would 
be jeopardized if the erosion continued. 

·  It is estimated that by stabilizing the 
selected sections, 25 tons of sediment 
would be kept out of Little Wildcat Creek. 

·  Jackson Morrow Park is a highly visible 
and easily accessible area. 

 

The figure below identifies the locations of 
the portions of Little Wildcat Creek that were 
selected for stabilization. 

The sites, referred to as the “wall” and 
“bench” areas are described in more detail 
within this brochure.  The primary 
stabilization method utilized on both sections 
of the project was coir logs.  Erosion control 
blankets, native seeds, and dormant plant 
plugs were also utilized within this project. 
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This project has been funded wholly or in part by the 
USEPA under assistance agreement (C9975482-03) to the 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management.  The  
contents of this document do not necessarily reflect the 
views and policies of the EPA, nor does mention of trade 
names or commercial products constitute endorsement or 
recommendation for use. 

The Wildcat Creek Watershed Alliance, Inc. 
(WCWA) is a partnership of concerned citizens 
dedicated to developing and implementing 
successful watershed plans to improve and protect 
water resources in the Wildcat Creek Watershed.  
The WCWA has been awarded grant funding by 
the Indiana Department of Environmental 
Management to enhance and protect the water 
quality of the Little Wildcat Creek. 

For information on streambank stabilization 
projects contact your County Soil and Water 
Conservation District: 

Howard County SWCD 
(765) 457-2114 

 
Tipton County SWCD 

(765) 675-2316 



Coir logs are constructed of interwoven 
coconut fibers held together with 
biodegradable netting.   
 
These logs, as shown in the photo below can 
be  

·  Vegetated with native grasses and plants 
incorporated into the coconut fiber or  

·  Non-vegetated where there are no plants 
incorporated into the fibers. 
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When placed along the streambank, coir logs 
are sewn together end to end and lashed to 
wooden stakes driven into the streambank 
creating a strong stabilizing system.  As water 
flows over the logs, the coconut fibers serve as 
filters, collecting and trapping suspended 
solids within the log itself.   
 
Vegetated logs are utilized to provide a rapid 
root system strengthening  the coir logs’ 
attachment to the streambank.   
 
 

Materials Used The “ Wall”  
The “Wall” area is located south of the Nature 
Center near the top of the hill.  The area stabilized 
is approximately 57 feet in length and 12 feet in 
height. 
 
Before 
·  Due to erosion at this 

area, several trees 
had fallen into the 
stream and the 
walking path was in 
danger of being 
d a m a g e d  o r 
destroyed. 

 

 
 
After 
·  Vegetated coir logs were installed along the 

streambank to provide a stabilized base. 

·  A mixture of native plant seeds and an erosion 
control blanket were installed along the flat 
surface near the stream to prevent further 
erosion of the base.  The plants will grow 
through the erosion control blanket and the root 
systems will hold the soil in place. 

·  Several courses 
of vegetated logs 
(near the base) and 
non-vegetated logs 
(the higher courses) 
were insta l led.  
Dormant plugs of 
native plants were 
planted between the 
courses of coir logs. 

The “ Bench”  
The “Bench” area is located near the sitting bench   
south of the Nature Center.  The area stabilized is 
approximately 90 feet in length and 5 feet in 
height. 

 
Before 

·  As can be 
seen in the 
pho tog raph , 
several trees 
a long th is 
bank are in 
danger  o f 
falling into 
Little Wildcat 
Creek and the streambank is undercut along 
nearly the entire length.   

 

After 
·  In much the same fashion as the “wall” area, 

vegetated coir logs were anchored into the 
streambank along the bottom, nearest the 
water. 

·  Non-vegetated 
coir logs were 
installed as the 
top 3 courses. 

·  A small portion 
o f  e r o s i o n 
control blanket 
w a s  a l s o 
installed along 
the top of the 
bank.  This was to provide additional protection 
to a vulnerable area. 


